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The idea behind a virtual classroom is to create an online space 

that serves many of the functions of a traditional classroom, 

without requiring students and teachers to be physically present in 

the same place. While modern technology has helped to make this 

possible, it is important to take steps to ensure students are 

actually engaged with virtual lessons and taking an active interest 

in their own learning. 

 

Keep reading to learn some of the ways to keep students engaged 

in a virtual classroom. Within the field of distance education, the 

concept of the virtual classroom has gained significantly in 

popularity in recent times. Essentially, a virtual classroom can be described as a shared online space, which 

attempts to recreate the real-time teaching and learning associated with physical classroom settings, without the 

need for people to be in the same place. Moreover, a similar level of interaction between students can also be 

offered. Yet, there are challenges associated with virtual learning, too, and one of the biggest challenges is 

related to student engagement. In particular, without the right strategies, it may be difficult to generate the same 

level of interest, participation, and overall ‘buy-in’ that you would tend to get in traditional classrooms. 

What is Student Engagement? 

Student engagement is defined by the Glossary of Education Reform as “the degree of attention, curiosity, 

interest, optimism, and passion that students show.” It is sometimes said that students can only be regarded as 

being engaged in their learning if they actively participate in lessons and take a genuine interest in their own 

education. 

 

When this idea is applied to distance learning and virtual classrooms, it means creating an environment in which 

students want to take part in the sessions, where they actually contribute to the sessions and take something 

away from them and where they become emotionally invested in the educational material, as well as their 

learning outcomes. 

Engagement in a Virtual Classroom 

Active Learning Many attempts have been made to accurately define what active learning is. Although a 

consensus definition has been hard to find, most of the definitions that are available agree that active learning 

aims to go beyond a simple lecture-style imparting of knowledge, and does so through active participation and 

application of learned concepts. 

Virtual Collaboration Following on from the importance of active learning, one of the most important ways to 

ensure that students are engaged with a virtual classroom is to make sure they are getting some element of a 

social experience out of it too. 

Gamification Trying to make lessons as enjoyable as possible 

Within virtual classrooms, the single biggest way to create the kind of active learning environment that will 

boost engagement is to hold group discussions and encourage students to interact and think about what they are 

learning. Furthermore, it may be possible to host demonstrations and other similar activities as part of a virtual 

lesson. 

https://www.viewsonic.com/library/education/virtual-classroom-the-future-of-distance-learning/
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